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Question 1
 The main thesis in the text is about the cradle of the modern day civilization in Greece. Two model theories that try to explain how the Greeks became civilized exist; The Aryan model and the “ancient” model. The author argues that the revised ancient model should be the accepted theory. This is demonstrated by his quote in the text, “I cannot, and therefore do not attempt to, prove that the Aryan model is wrong, all I am trying to do is to show that it is less plausible than the revised ancient model and that the latter provides a more fruitful framework for future research.” The Aryan model argues that civilization resulted from the interaction between Indo-European speaking Hellenes and their indigenous subjects. The Ancient model explains that the culture of Greeks is rooted back to when they were colonized by the Egyptians and the Phoenicians around 1500 BC. 
Question 2
The question I would ask the author is; why was the ancient model rejected? Did racism play role in this? The general acceptance of the Aryan model and rejection of the ancients makes me thinking about the racism position of the ancient historians. The ancient Egyptians who historians perceived to black due to their home place Africa had played a big role in the establishment of Greece yet the Europeans the Europeans who had minimal interaction with the Greeks were accepted as the ones who introduced civilization in Greece. Africa needs to be appreciated more with regard to the Greeks' civilization. 
Question 3
The ideas presented in the text enlighten me on the importance of critically analyzing historical texts that always have conflicting theories. In the case of the theories of civilization in Greece, the Aryan model is the generally accepted model due to the powerful influence of the Indo-European speakers in ancient Greece. The author of the text disagrees with this theory of acceptance but does not presume it to be wrong. 
In spite of this, the author presents important contributions of the Egyptians to the development of Greek culture through agriculture, political influence and what historians term the Mesopotamian influence. With these, even the dialects of the Greeks were influenced. He states that in the event the Aryan model gets disapproved, then the racism and continental chauvinism encountered in the historical and philosophical writings should be rethought. Either way, the fundamental bases should still be considered. It is a fact that the Ancient model did not have major deficiencies or weaknesses in terms of explanatory power; it was rejected due to external reasons.  
With the author's explanation on how historical evidence, should be analyzed and assessed without bias, the text guides on the best way to approach a conflicting history. A skill perceived to belong only to the intellect and learned from the intellect.
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